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2 Pg PRO v. XXIV. 21. 1 
My Son, Fear thou the Lord, and the King; aud 
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meddle not with them that are given to change. 


HE Fear of God, and of the King, are joyn. 
cd together in Scripture, troſhew che $34 
dence one has upon the other. The only laft- 


ing Foundation of Civil Obedience, is the Fear of Gol 


* 


nd the trueſt Intereſt of Princes, is "Lorin gg the 
Honour of Religion, by which they ſecure their own, 
The Advantage of Religion to all publick Societies an 
Civil Goverhments, is ſo plain and viſible, that ſome 
have ſuſpected it to be the only end of Religion; which 
they allow to be an excellent Contrivance of State, a 
a proper Remedy for the turbulent Humours and Paſ- 
fions of Men. And tho' we acknowledge Nobler and 
Better Ends of Religion, which reſpect another World; 
yet we muſt with Thankfulneſs to its Divine Author, 
own it to be excellently adapted to the Temporal Felt 
City of Private Men, and Publick Societies; E 
yeſs exalteth a Nation, but Sin is the reproach of any Peoſl. 

t 
. If we look into the Hiſtory of former times, ve 
2 find the firſt Symptoms of Ruin and r 
have appear d in the diſſolute Lives of the People, at 
a general Contempt of Sacred things. 5 655 natit 

ally tends to Diſorder and Confuſion; forall Civil and 


er Safe to tht 


Rabi arifir from 9 8 e 1 che ide 
oy of _ 1 follow Ottdlet and Re pilatiry: 
Bur Intereſt and Paſſion are in condngal Moro, 'and 
liable to infinite Changes; and who ſtcet by 
them, can hold no ſtea iy ” Coutte of Action, but fru 
be given to Change, as often as they ate dut of Humour 
or think the 5 "TH of 75 7 not ptoper to ſerve 
their turn. Therefore o e = a Religious Senſe 
of our Duty to God, and to out Goverriours, his Mi- 
niſters on Earth, can keep: us conſtatir, and upright in 
our Obedience. Fear God an ch K ab, and meddle not 
With them that are ven fd change... 
I ſhall not conſider the Duty of peltibg God, any 
further than as the' "Obedience due to our Superiors on 
Earth is included i it; and ſnall therefore confine my 
ſelf to the followi Particulars: To Conſider, 
Firf, What Obedience 10 our” Governours is en- 
joyncd, by the Law of God. 

Secondly, How inconſiſtent with this Obedlence the 
practice of thoſe Men is, who are given to Change. 

Firf, What Obedience to our Goyernours, is en- 
joyned by the Law of God. 
Obedience is ſeen chiefly. in Thie Thing s: 
if. In Submifhon ro che Laws and — alas of 
of our Princes. 
_ 24, In Honour and Revercnce to their Perſons and 
Government. 3 

340. In ee - when any Danger threatens 
them or the Public 5 
. The Firſt and Principal Inſtatice of Obedience, is 
Wy ubmiſſion to the Laws aud Commands of out Princes. 
To determine the Original of Civil Power, or how 
by Prince's Right | to the Obedience of the Subject firſt 
began, is neither Eaſy, nor at this time Neceſſary. But 
Whatever tlie Original of Government has been, or up- 
In what account ſocyer Lawful Authority has been 
* Gained; upon the ſame; Obedience becomes due. At 
e time our Saviour appeared in the World, yatious 
A 2 _ were 
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were the Forms of Saen de in it, and different the 
Degrees of Power that were exerciſed by Rulers over 
different Countries; none of which were either leſſened 
or increaſed by the Divine Law, but all pronounced io 
be the Ordinance of God; and Obedience to all exact 
ed under the Penalty of diſobeying God, the Original 
of all Power and Authority; For he that reſiſteth, reſiteth 
the Ordinance of God; and they that reſiſt, (hall receive 10 
themſelves damnation. Rom. 8 2. 

But ſince the Nature of Obedience is no where de- 
termin d by the Law of God, but only the Practice of 
it commanded ; fome other Rule there mult be, to 
judge of che Extent of out Duty. As in Moral Vir- 
tues, the Light of Nature and Right Reaſon inform 
us what is Temperance, Sobriety, and the like; and 
and therefore theſ: Virtues are commanded in Scrip- 
ture, and in molt Caſes, Men left to their Natural No- 
tions of Good and Evil, todiſtinguiſh between the Vir- 
tue and the Vice: So likewiſe muſt the Acts of Obedi. 
ence, which the Law of God commands, be explain. 

ed and defined by ſome other Rule. When af up 
put that Captious Queſtion to our Saviour, Wherber it | 
vere lawful to pay tribute to Ceſar, or no; he gave no 
new Directions, but judged them out of their own 
Mouths by the known Rules of Government : For they 
having owned the Coin of their Country to bear Ceſes 
Image and Superſcription, a manifeſt Token of their 
Subjection, and his Sovereignty; he determined, Render 
therefore unto Ceſar the things which are Caeſars, Agreer 
ble to which is the Apoſtle's Rule, Tribute, to whom Tri 
bute is due. Our Saviour took it not upon him to deter- 
mine the Civil Right of Cæſar; but the Right appear 
ing, Obedience and Compliance he commanded, The 
Rights of Princes are not determined in Scripture ; and 
therefore in Queſtions of Right, the Scripture is no Rule 
The meaſure then of Power aud Authority mult be 
the Rule of Obedience: Whatever the Prince can lav: 
fully Command, the Subject is bound to obey. 1 
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Things which are God's, muſt 
therefore no Divine Law, declared either by the clear 
Light of Nature, or expreſs Revelation, can be ſu- 
perſeded by the Command of any Earthly Power. 
hich whenever it is the Caſe, we muſt obey God ra- 
ther than Man; and be content with the Lot of them 
who ſuffer for Welt-doing. To reaſon abſtractedly up- 
on the Power of Princes, is a ſign of Weakneſs, as well 


as of a troubleſome Temper. Cuſtom, and the Law of 


1 


the Land in each Country, are in this Caſe the higheſt | 


Reaſon ; under which Regulations, the Power of all 


Princes is Lawful and Reaſonable. Were it other- 


wiſe the Goſpel, which was intended for the Law of 
all Nations and People, cou'd not have commanded 
Obedience to the preſent Powers, which were in Form 
and Authority vaſtly different. 


tain of all Power: And ſhouy'd it pleaſe him to take u 
on himſelf the Perſonal Government of Nations; as he 
did ſometime of the People of the Fews ; all other pow- 
er wou d ceaſe of Courfe. In the Jewiſh Government; 
the Laws of Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Polity were Divine, 
oy eſtabliſhed by God, when he took upon himſelf 
the External Government of that People. But where 
God did not fo viſibly intereſt himſelf, but committed 
the Reins of Government to Earthly Princes; the ma- 
king Laws for the External and Viſible Order of the 
World, was remitted to their Authority. And there- 
fore the Goſpel, tho infinitely more perfect than the 
Law, gave us no Syſtem of Laws, either for Civil or Ec- 
cleſiaitical Government: W hich under the Law were 
ordained by God, (not as Supreme Governor of the 
orld, but as the immediate and viſible Governor of 
the Fews );, But under the Goſpet, are left to Princes, 


of the World; and therefore all Viſible and External, 
Order, is their proper Care and Buſineſs, Of Obedience, 
chere are two parts; the External and Internal. The Ex- 
$ A _ ter nal 


All Obedience is primarily owing to God, the Foun- 


who are appointed by God. to be the Viſible Governors 
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be render d unto Cod; and | | 
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ternal conſiſts in the ut ward Conformity of ur Acti- 
ons, to the Rules and Princip 801 Vier; The Inter. | 
nal, in the Sincerity and Patity .of the Heart, The 
Government. of the,” World is not concerned in the ; 
I en nal Part; for ik Men act as if, they were Honeſt, 1 
V 
2 


the Peace and outward Order gt the World will be 
ſecured, cho' their Hearts ate per Verſe; And there. 
Cre, the Judgment of this, God, as he alone is able 
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for it, has releryed to himſelf. Ihe External Parr - 
of Obedience is that, in the due Performance of which F 
the Beauty and Order of the Warld. conſiſts; and r 
et fore this is tlie proper Care of the Governours of a 
the World. The ſame holds in Religion, which i; 1 
| the Service of God: There are Duties which none arc * 
ö Seel in, bit God and our n Souls; ſuch a; | 
| | aith,*Repentance, and tlie like the Virtue of which P. 
is Internal, of the Heart. But God requires likewiſe 
an External and Yauoee Worlhip from us, in which te. 
outward Order and Decency ate required, . but not d, ee 
termined, 1 Cor. 1 4- 49. and therefore mult be left to P. 
iF their Juriſdiction, to whom we are zuſwexable for ou D. 
E outward Behaviour in all things. How far miſtaken ca: 
. then is the Zeal of thoſe, who decliue ſubmitting to the the 
Orders of the Church, becauſe they are of Humane Ap in 
pointment! Whereas being Ordain'd by a Lawful Pow- For 
er, they have ſo far the Stamp of Divine Aurhoxity, aa Wow 
to make Diſobedience to them a Sin againſt Gd. tait 
The ſecond Inſtance of Obedience, is to Honour: WW 
and Reverence our Governours ; 10 think with, Re. 
ſpect, and ſpeak with Decency, of their Perſons and 
Governments. This Duty we owe. to. all our, Supe: | 
riors, in proportion. to their Dignity and Office. I 
we look up to the Fountain and Original of all Power, 


the Supreme Goyernour- of the World; his. Nam, 
even to mention in pain ſhall not be held guiltleſs..., Next 
to him, tho the Diſtance. be great, are the Supreme 
1 Powers on Earth; to whom we owe the greateſt Ci 
|| Reſpect and Reyarence; according to. che Apalt 


Rule. 
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Rule, to render Honour, to whom Honour; Fear, to vb 
Fear is due: Whoſe Names or Perſons to treat with 
Contempt, is Want of Decency, as well as Duty. 
Two Things have a Right to Honour and Reſpect; 
Perſonal Vieebeds and Publick Characters; which 
when happily joined together, are to be accounted; 
worthy of double Honour : But when feparate, are not 
co be defrauded of their due Portion. When St. Paul, | 
provoked by the unjuſt Ufage of the High-Prieſt, re- | 
turned him a rude Anſwer ; being inform'd- what 
Place he held in the Commonwealth, he corrected, 
and excus d his Error; 1 wift not, Brethren, tbat He 
was the Higb- Prieſt: For it ij written, Thou ſhalt not ſpeak 
evil f the Ruler of thy People, Acts 23.5. 7 
The third Inſtance of Obedience, is in Defending the 
Perſons and Government of our Princes. PA 81 
Mutual Defence is the End of all Government. Pro- 
tection in Life and Fortune, is the Right of every Sub- 
ject: Which, as he. may lawfully expect from his 
Prince; ſo is he bound to him, in the like Duty of 
Defending his Perſon and Government, whenever Oc- 
caſion requires. When Men entred into Civil Society, 
they reſigned all their Private Right and Intereſt, even 
n their own Lives, to the Publick Good: And there- 
fore the Publick Happineſs is to be preferr'd before our 
gown ; the Life of the Publick, which conſiſts in main- 1 
Waining the Eſtabliſh'd Form of Government, to be 
Pupported, tho? with the Loſs of our ewn. The Prince 
ears the Perſon of the Commonwealth; by him the 
ME ublick lives and acts; therefore is his Life Sacred: 
t hich but coldly to Defend, is Want of Affection to 
he Publick, me Treaſon againſt the Original Laws 
Pf all Government. And if the Senſe of Honour be 
ot mightily changed; to Die for our Prince or our 
ountry, is to fall with Glory, and challenges Reſpect 
0 out Memory, from all - Poſterity. 
Jo maintain the Eftabliſt'd Form of Government, 
the Firſt and Higheſt Duty of Men Acting in * 
A 0 
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 Lawful Authority is Deſtructive; and therefore it be 
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To remove the Ancient Land- marks of Power and 
Obedience, tends to the utter Ruin and Deſtruct ion 
of all Government; and is an Injury to the Prince, x; 
well as Diſobedience to his Power; who acquires 
Perſonal K and Intereſt in the Privileges de- 
ſcending with the Crown. But this will more pro- 
— 5 fall under the Second Head; which was to con. 
11 er, US 13 1272 
Ho Incorffiſtent with the Obedience required, the 
Practice of thoſe Men is, who are giden to change. 
No Government was ever to perfectly formed at 
firſt, as to anſwer all Occaſions « The Wiſdom 6 
Man not reaching far enough to view all the poſſible 
Variety of Circumſtances, that may require the Miti- 
gating, or Increaſing, the Severity of Old Laws; or 
the Making New. Therefore it is neceſſary for the 
Publick Good, that there ſhoud be a Power lodget 
ſomcwhere, to adapt Od Laws to the preſent Circum- 
ſtances, or hoſe which may hereatter ariſe. Thus to 
Change, is an Act of Lawful Power; and thicrefore 
falls not within the Charge of the Text, Not to medidl 
with them that are given to change, 

But then the -moſt Beneacial and Neceflary Changes 
muſt be begun, promoted, and perte&ted, by Lawn 
Athority ; or elfe they loſe their Good Quality, and, 
like who. ſom Remedies unduly applied, prey upon 
the Vitals of the Government. For no Change a 
be ſo Bencfcial'in its Conſequence, as U ſurping upon 
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comes a good Subject to bear any Inconvenience ar: 
ſing from the prefent Conſtitution, rather than, by 
too precipitately Throwing it off, to prevent the. 
gular Methods of Alteration. To pretend Public 
Good, is common to all Factions and Parties; and 
therefore can excuſe None: And where the Pretene 
is Real; yet to ſeek Publick Good, in Oppoſiiion u 
Pablick Authority, is like Curing Diſtempers by Dt 
ſtroying the Patient. | | 1 
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To view with Pleaſure the Factions and Diſturban- 
ces of a Kingdom; and, like the Lame and Impotent 
at the Pool of Berbeſda, to long for the troubling-of 
the Waters, that we ro ſtep firſt in, and make 
ſome private Advantage of the publick Calamities, is 
neither the part of a Good Man, or a Good Chri- 
an. 5 . 
e encoutage the Seditious Principles and Practices 
of others : tho cunning Men may do it without Dan- 
ger, yet they can never do it without Guilt. 
Theſe Practices need not to be brought near, to be 
compared with the Duty of Obedience: They ap- 
pear at firſi Sight to have MRS: leſs in them, 
than Honour and Reverence, or Obedience, to the 
Prince. tb X204:11015; rr tig, 
The Authority of the Prince is as much concerned 
in Maintaining the Honour and Order of God's Ser- 
vice, as of his own : Aud the Nobleſt Character that 
belongs to Princes, is that of Nurſing Fathers and Mo- | 
thers to the Church of Chriſt ;-the Peace and Order 
of which, is at once the Splendor and Security of a 
Government: And therefore the Advice of the Text, 
Not to meddle with them who are given to change, muſt 
be extended to the Government of the Church, as 
well as of the State. And the Occaſion of this Solem- 
nity gives but too much Reaſon for this Application; 
the Alterations intended and practiꝰ d upon the Church, 
influencing not a little in the Barbarous Treaſon which 
we this day Lamented. oy Helge 
There muſt in the Church, as in the State, be a 
Power to Change whatever, through Uſe and, Expe- 
rience, appears unfit for the End it was deſignd. To 
propoſe and procure Amend ments to the Laws of the 
Church, when there is occaſion for it, is their Duty 
in whoſe Hands the Power is lodged; and Changes ſo 
effected, can never be to the Blemiſh or Diſhonour of 
the Church. But when Men diſlike without Reaſc 


. Kealon | 
and obſtioately condemn whatever has been fred 1 
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bx Authority, when they diſclaim. the Power and a! 
5 the Acts of the Church; either their Ignorance muſt 
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by HV, or. their Guilt Unpardonable. 
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and 271520 leſt Li 


tering Id Laws; bring o wer and Authority into Con- 
tempt. To Change is the Effect, and the ſign of Weak- 
neſs : and.theretore.it is the Character n, — «n+ 
fell Being. chat ien or the moſt per. 
F N 
r einm is no FVariableneſt, or Shadow of 


. ung. Often to Change, will always breed Contempt: 


and tnerefote, in Private Life, Wiſe Men chuſe rather 


FA 1 


to bear ſome Inconveniencies ariſing from the Way 
they ate ſetled in, than, by ſnifting from one Coutſe to 


another, ad gain little but the Character of Unſteadi- 


neſs, and want of Reſolution. Much leſs ſhould publick 


Bodies hazard their Credit by unneceffary Changes; 


and for the ſake of removing one Unpolith'd Stone, 


endanger the whole Building; which ho it will ſertle 


on à new Foundation, the Wiſdom of Man cannot 


foreſee, Some luconveniencies in the Eſtabliſnment of 
Public k Socicties, lixe ſome Diſtempers in the Body, 
are horn with leſs Danger than they are cured. / 
To pleactꝭ for Alterations of feemingly greater Purity 
and Perfection, carries with it ſuch an Appearance of 
Goodfieſs arid Concern for the Service of God, as will 


never fail to engage the Favour of the Multitude; who 


al ways make up in Zeal what they want in Knowledge: 
Which, and will be a Temptation to Men, who are 
incapable of a better, to take this way to raiſe them 
ſel ves in the Eſteem of the People. 

JTô& preſs for Alterations, when moſt things in the 
preſent Eſtabliſument are owned to be good, and all 
tolerable; is not the effect of much judgment. If want 
of Perfection be a Reaſon to Change; it will be a Rea- 
{5% för Ver: for ſince all the Laws of the Church are 
not öf Divine Inſtitution, they have too great a Mix- 
tute of Weßknels in their Original, ever to be perfect 
in the me e And ſhow's all the Changes deſired, be 


granted, 


caſon of all C anges ought. io be very Plain 
htnels and Wantonneſs, in al. 


| | Ai i a 
ranted, let not Men imagine that the next 26 Jin be 
15 unlike this, as not co find fault with the Orders of 
ar Suptriors. iT 4 MEE) ce, 10 
| oy is unaccountable in Reaſon, that in Maurer Ne- 

ligious Government, every Man thinks himſelf, 
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of what is, Decent and Convenient, and what fir to be 


]. whereas in Manters of Civil Government, 
+ Dal they act, they dare not Regend to the. ſame 
e 


, o 


iſcretionary Power: As if the Caſe were not the lame 
iu dach and ObeCicncr in all things lawful, and ho- 
neſt, (further than which, ho Man's Private gude 
extends) in both of like Neceffity.. d 11,03 288. 302 
How. the Common People are led into the eſteem 
of Men thus acting, is not hard to ſay. To ſufferfor 
ones Opinion, right or wrong, is in the eyes of the 
Vulgar mexitorious: And ſince ſome outward Ad van 
tages are forfeited, by not Complying with the pfefent 
Eſtabliſhment; ſhon'd Men, even for Worldly Intereſt? 
and want of Merit ſufficient to riſe in the lawful an 
regular Way, ſtrike out new Paths to themſelves; yet 
they ſhall be ſure, among their Followers, to have the 
Character of Honeſt Men, Men ſuffering for Conſei- 
ence ſake. And tho there be no Suffering in the Caſe; 
no Puniſhment attending upon ſuch Practices; yet 
vhilſt Rewards are open to the Obedience of others, 
the partiality of Men will make them apter to repine 
at the Diſtinction, than to be thankful for the Im- 
punity. gen 1 NEN 200% Of 
As long as Men are weak enough to be miſled ; and 
the Errors of ſome are profitable to others; there will 
be no end of Biffentions : And ſhould the Reſtleſneſs 
and Importunity of Men once break in upon the Con- 
kumtion, the Event cou'd only ſhew where it wou'd 
eud. A - "in 2 £280 | ct t 
To what Extremes the Humour of Men once ſet on 
Changing will run; the Mournful Occaſion of this 
Vay's Meeting is tod fenfible a proof. The Actors in 
the late Troubles thought of nothing leſs when they 


began, 
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began, than the Event that ſucceeded : The Good of 


the Publick, and of the King, was the Pretence; and | 
they. never left ſeeking it, till they had Ruined the 
Publick, and laid Hs Royal Head low. With the 4 
fame Good Succeſs, the. Purity of the Church was pro- 
moted ; which ended in its utter Subverſion, and the t 
Blood of a Great Prelate. POEM IN | 
- Great indeed in many Reſpects: but He ſunk under t 
the Iniquity of the Times, by endeavouring to give \ 
Life to the long-forgorten and neglected Diſcipline of y 
the Church; when the Liberty and Licentiouſnck of t 
the Age cou'd bear nothing leſs. The Reformation 0 
had given ſuch a Turn to weak Heads, that had not 
Weight enough to poiſe themſelves between the Ex- a 
tremes of Popery and Phanaticiſm ; that every thing il 
older than Yeſterday, was look'd upon to be Popilh W 
and Antichriſt ian: The meaneſt of 42 People aſpited 0 
to the Prieſthood; and were readier to Frame Ney ti 
Laws for the Church, than Obey the Old. This led te 
Him to ſome Acts of great Severity, that He might m 
create an Authority, and Reverence for the Laws, 73 
when it ſhou'd appear they had not quite loſt their al 
Edge Thus He became too generally Hated, and Fall W 
He muſt: for His Faults were Great, and, as the Times th 
went, Unpardonable; He loved the Church, and the * 
King. r 2 

His Caſe might deſerve more to be Lamented, did wh 
not that which followed, bury all private Injuries and M. 
Reſentments; in reſpect of which, the former Cruel We 
ties were tender Mercies. The Thirſt for Blood was too to 
Great, to be ſatisfied with the Fall of private Men: not the 
cou d the new Schemes of Confuſion take place, till the WF va 
Fountaia of Lawful Power and Authority was dried tha 
up. Every Man had a Project of his own for a New 0] 
Government: and rather than be difappointed, they tio! 
reſolved to lay the Foundation in Royal Blood. the 

Cou'd all the Obligations of Nature and Religion ject 


ing might have lived to * 
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his People Happy: but the Misfortune was, they had 
Injured Him too much, to truſt Him even with his 
own Life; nor cou'd their Conſciences give them ſe- 
curity for the Miſchiefs already done, but in going on 
ſtill to add Murder aud Parricide, and in deſtroying 
the Power, they had too much Reaſon to Fear. & Bar- 
barous Cruelty l of which it is hard to ſay, wh&Her 
the Malice and Wickedneſs, with which i: was Atted, 
were greater; or the Patience and Werl, with 
which.it was Born. As if the Conteſt had been, Whe- 
ther Human Nature were capable of greater Degrees 
of Vittue, ot Vice. e 
View the King from the Throne to the Scaffold: 
and He was in His Life the Pattern of a Good Prince; 


who, from the Sweetneſs of His Temper, the Integrity 
of His Intentions, and a kind and tender Concern for 
the Meaneſt of His Subjects, might well have expected 
to make His Name dear to this Nation, and His Me- 
mory Glorious, upon a better Account than the Hiſto- 
ry of this Day affords. He was formed by Nature 
and Grace to be an Ornament of Better Times; and 
wanted nothing to make Him Great in the Worſt, 
thoſe He lived in, but a juſt Reſentment of the Indig- 
nities He ſuffered. The only Prerogative His Enemies 
had left Him, was to forgive the lnjuries they did Him; 
which He exerciſed to the aſt; and in the Heat of a 
Mercileſs Rebellion, cou'd never forget his Enemies 
were his Subjects, when they had long ſince forgot Him 
to be their King: which was too great a Byals upon 
the Minds of indifferent Men, whea they ſaw the on! 
way to eſcape being puniſh'd, was to take the courſe 
that deſerved it. l 
They, who conſider the Happy and Envied Condi- 
tion of our Government, in which are equally ſecured, 
the Dignity of the Prince, and the Liberty of the Sub- 
ect; the Bleſſing of a Church Eftabliſh'd in. Primi- 
tire Purity, wherein the Honour of en 80 
| God's 
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in His Death, of a Good Chriſtian. He was a Prince, 
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Boacts Service is maintain'd withonr Stiperſtition; Obe: 
Jdſence taught without Blindneſs; can never ſufficiently 
Reverence the Memory of a Prince, who choſe rather 
to lay down his Crowd and his Life, than not delivet 
don theſe Bleffings Inviolable to Poſterity. They, who 
remember Him, Without any partial Affection, muſt 
Alle Him the Character of a Noble and Generois 
Prince, and Father of his Country. They, who think 
With Envy, and ſpeak with Malice, of Him, can ſay 
no Worſe, than, He was a Man of Lhe Paſſions with ug, 
And ſurely they forgot themſelves to be Men, who 
wou'd have our Common Infirmities remembred to Hi 
Diſhonour. R A 
The Caſe is hard, if Princes have no Right to the 
Allowances made to all beſides: Harder, becauſe, by 
thetr High Station, they are more expoſed to the View 
bf the World; and Few there are ſo Modeſt; as not 
to think themſelves Wiſe enough to judge of their Acti 
ons. Private perſons have their Inclinations free from 
all Checks an Reſtraints, more than Innocence and 
| Religion require: their Rule is, To preſerve Integrity, 
and it will preſervè them. But Men of Character have 
this further Care, That their Good be wot Evil ſpoken of: 
 A\Þefl6h of infinitely more Difficulty; and greater Tol, 
by how much harder it*is to pleaſe Men than God. To 
| ſeek*the good Opinion of the People, is Prudence in 
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[i | Men of Publick Characters: But is there a greater Sl: 
i - very*tinder the Sun, than tb be obliged to live by the 
: | Opmien' of thoſe, who are neither Wiſe enough to 
wee Horro letivatone? 

1 * The Privilege that extends to the meaneſt Cottage, 
l | to ehuſe their own" Friends and Companions, is n 


1 without Mutrmuriag allowed to Kings: nor will it be 
0 1 | the cha Dignity of ſome Characters, and Mz 
. zeſty of others, to ſtoop even to the innocent and harn- 
. le&Enjoytments of Life : As if Princes and Great Mr 
1 iters Had no Private Cares; but were capable of tit 
TConſtant Thoughts of publick Buſinefs, and E 
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| Step Men take, by which they riſe into the View 
_ World, is 2 their Iunocent Ei- 


genial. For there is a Natural Envy in Men, which 
loves to ſee the Honour and Dignity'of Great Places, 
qualified with Trouble and Anxiety. 
But Men who ate diſtinguiſh'd by the Advantages of 
Birth and Education, ſhou'd be above the common. 
Prejudices, and ſordid Paſſions of the Vulgar; and 
think themſelves obliged, in Honour as well as Duty, 


ment. It is ſome Excuſe for the Diſhonour of the 
Nation, in the late Rebellion, that we can ſhew fo 
brave a Liſt of Nobility and Gentty, who fell in De- 
fence of their King; and lef the Honour of their Death, 
a Nobler Inheritance to their Families, than their Lands 
and Eſtates. The Imitation of their Virtue and Obe- 
dience needs not to be preſgd in this Audience; where 
the Rules of Duty and Honour are better Practis'd, 
than chey can be Taught. The Noble Families have 
Examples of their own, to itiſtru& them how they 
ſhould behave themſelves to their Prince and their 
Country : And in the Hiſtory of their Anceſtors, may 
learn, that Loyalty to the Crown, is the Firſt and the 
Nobleſt Title of Honour. And ſurely thus much 
8 Good we may expect from the Evil of the late Times; 
that Men would learn at length to value the Bleſſing 
Jof a Good Prince. ory 
8 [is the Goodneſs of God to us, that after ſo many 
Convulſions, we ſtill enjoy our Ancient Government; 
chat there is ſtill Life and Vigor in the Religion and 
Liberty of England. A Goodueſs that on our part re- 
W quires the utmoſt Returns of Gratitude; which can no 
ay be fo Acceptably ſhown, as in the worthy Uſe of 
che Bleſſings we Enjoy: We ſſhell but il! perform the 
Duty of this Day, unleſs we amend in our ſelves the 
Errors we reprove in others. The Crown and the Vir- 
of the Royal Martyr” are once more joined toge- 
25 ther: 


berty, and binds them to a Stricter and Severer Self- 
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to pay a Steady and Regular Obeilience ro the Govern- | 
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ther: Let not then 


E 
out Reproach be renewed by th 
repeated want of Obedience and Affection. It, whil 
our Governours watch with Care and Solicitude; y 
make us Eaſy and Happy in our ſelves; Strong aq 
Secure againſt our Enemies Abroad; we labour to I. 
ſturb the Methods of our Government at Home, y 
muſt thank our ſelves for the Evils, which will alva 
follow from the Turbulent Hamours, and Diſtrade 
Councels of a Nation, We have an Enmy Strong 
and Cunning to deal with; an Ancient Rival of th 
Power and Honour of England; an Enemy to the + 
ligion of Proteſtants, and the Liberty of Mankind: Ar 
if nothing elſe will, yet Intereſt ſhowd, prevail with 
us io Unite for our Mutual Safety + and whilſt or 
Brave Countrymen expoſe their Lives to the Haza 
and Fortune of War Abroad, in Defence of their Princ, 
and their Country; methinks the leaſt that can be ex 
pected of us, is to be Quiet and Peaceable at Hom: 
To fave the ſinking; Liberties of Europe, is worthy 
Queen of England; and if the Spirit of our Fathersle 
not Degenerate in us, it will, it muſt riſe to check th 
Progrefs of an Ambitious Monarch; and it will ent 
be the Choice of an Engliſhman, rather to die by hj 
Sword, than live by his Law. But our Lives and at 
Fortunes are ſafe in the Conduct and Prudence of ot 
Governours; we need only Sacrifice our il Hum, 
to the Peace and Security of our Country; and k 
content to fand ſtill, and ſee the Salvation of the Loi 
Let us at leaſt, be willing to be Saved; and for ti 
Sake and Defence of our Religion; ſubmit to live vi 
the Rules of it. We have been long Fighting au 
Contending for our Religion; tis now high time i 
Practiſe it; and a better Foundation we cannot 
thau in the Duties of the Text, Jo Fear the Lord a 
the King ; and not 
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